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i fllowing is General James R
Cphalwers’ answer to the petition of
Vr. John R Lyneh, contesting the seat |

Cvoneral Chalmers for the Sixth|
[ ssional  Distriet, to the Forty-
1 Congress of the United States: |

4 |

1ei*

i { \iu--;'-i]-['i.‘ borrowed

- -]

The principal question arises out

tion of the election officers in

inly, whera 049 batlots were

| because they differed from the!

reseribod by law Five 137th sec-
Uirie of 1380 provides:

He shiall be written or printed

with a suace not less than

0 dnch Detween cach mame, on

{ CprinlitE newspaper not more
! uid ope-ball nor less than two apnd
inches wiide, withiout any device

vhich one Licke
1 feam
it !l 'll'.j

hibit the em

t way be known
ither, except the
ticket, bat this
re, correction or
pencil-mark or
t, and a ticket

fferent from 1 preseribed shall

lirretory, then
noeounty vald
tecan otlicers havy
been eounted, but i1 this statute is manda-
twon ollicers ol
sther power could
i v # dhirevt viola-
of 1 law of Mus=issippi. 1 the law
tional it

L election
it by the
when de-
mber from
l - l'ii-.- |
Lhat thy

-i.;t; l-".'

iy, it of ihe

v follotw o

by not un-
4 ;Jl‘.‘t:nl’_\' of
itsell, we
¢ Clooley, one
o Constitu-
Judge

afisLITu L1000

L e

states.

to
ot unid
b real ex
onlér to
benetits |
s have
=Lates whoek

Or countess

thus |

selillinen| 1‘.;
] ¥ as Elw-‘-\-,:.;. A [T
ik LR sy stens, stabide
sl od Lhe
B i ik Dedng receive 1
1 s e urd written or prioted upon

it 4

podistingaish ong

any mark or fgures

» bk lot

ment of the sy n
. [
IS ¢ it |

tory o
iulierea in
t, nted which
declared or
all
PATLIZEDs are ¢h
in tie hands of
whether he

stutute

Visle L lermine
them, are oppos ".i
STACULIGI, DI st il
design for which
¥ bidio oaslied

Annthor dlialag o | law-writer, M.
W, MeUrary v oof “The Ameri-|
| constders |
commend-
preventing
dped inthe North

y 4 i v, M .‘/I lie says ;

gl \.,_-_--.-_x" s elértinns s
he 1 frend

e

|dw1_\
l_\ m LW Col i It n
“s ailoption s Of

il

0l

il Lot

<, sy

Ll R plain, sim-
found

W of & law pmhibiting altoreth-
S en nt lovs, and for-
pattilig ] i | mnt them if
.i!“._ L'hy | i wi either *-\
" wine tl bl used, ort
W red Yl b pla s ballots
I an vyl cofkaining nothiont elde, and
Wmnd 1t h to the otli wthornzed to res
give it
Again, Mr. McCrary says: -
Al devies v wh thie socrecy of the
.L“u[ fs destroye I by meuns of colored b~
used for ballots by other similar
CALS Ul X N réprich nsible, ol
' gther sly p i1 stutute ‘or|
ahould be Jisconn vt by all good
PO E] A merican |1 [ Bleetions, p.
a M, ya. Cleott i Mich., 383.)
Lhere can be no question they that such

is intimated
atly consti-
uneonstita
object snd
the same,
North i“ Lo
igiishing the
object in
'r from 1]iﬂ"

s are constitutional.  Dat it

% while =uch faws are eniin
ﬁunﬂ.l 1 ;i”.. \-:.r:h they ar
fanl in the South bevsuse

se 10 be attained is g
,;"U.-nit] the whbject in

nt others froun  dis

sawa  ballot, and that the
lrﬂnulh is *p prevent the vot
Yoall

smishing his  own  ballol This wel
k. But i this were true it should
ﬁ_e-l;w.; ed and patriotic citizens of the |
“'ﬁ O ERE before they would go further

gissing pnorant suifoage on the South,
Wallet box s morally eiled amd de-
od whon one wan van cast 500 ballots

4y awxh the hun & of K iguorast persons
"l_-vuu- LY A mark.,  sSuel _""'»“'.‘-_T T, a
gamelul toivesty wpon t vective fran-
spiin and if suc be checked or
| jmited by o1 ement of wehnical
baepo honest o holdd ject,  If the
1 Repullicar rof Now York was

oral Government when he
wld not rale the North
e taxes should

ik to the zon
{the Soath «h

gse “ihe aen who pay & _
who should draw drults on  the
sry,  then for the viiiie reason the

g should not rule the whites in the

Ll

pkes o 'aw which ereates igoorant
mil enalles him to tax and govern

ehponizh the hands uf persond who vote
S5 8s he tells them, B bas certainly a
i to ot himzvilf by making laws
sh limi: Ji powers of A w guide and
rol his i gl want herd,
at I ia<J that there are more color
W0CTRLs 1 more intelligent ealored men

\ Sixth M.gu—gsi.n]..l Diistriet of Mis-
pi inoti to be independent voters
ia any other District in the Uuion,
that they need and demand the protee.

the prosecutions of their cwn
which the secrecy of the baflot provided
sb % taw gives them. Sach laws are
a in Bagland and have been enacted
ny years in the Northern States of
Union. The law of Misissippi was
iyl from the laws passed by the ﬁe b~

,r_r 0 party in Ohio and New York, and mo
“Pahas any right to say it was adopted
4 & gopd purpost inOhio and for & bad

in Mississippi, or that it should “be

rced in one Siate and wot in the other.
© are pot called on now to discuss either
her this luw is merely directory and
?é miy be disregarded or whether it
. atory and must be o
01, says: g
5 quite clear where the statute distinet:
gelares that ballots having distinguish

wisdism or the intent of the law. The
iy question for us to determine now is
W
= . - d’ M
> , in American Laws of Elebgom, ;
rks mpon them shall no mni
be rejected, it should be construed

VOLUME XLIV.

{ luws Lhat

in Pennsvivania

{ I8 corlaanly

Sib in the by —ece=

scribed for holding the election, the law
must be obeyed though thousands be depriv
ed of the elective franchise. 17 the law sivs
po man shall vote nnless he can read and

| write or has paid his poll-tax, the law wust violation of some statute when they were

| be enforeed though many be denied the : o
. | privilege of voting. So, equaully, if the law  crime and devoid of any inteut w viviate

prescribes a form or a color for a tizket, no
man has a right to vote unless he complies
with the law; for it must be remembered
that voting is a privilege conferred by writ-
ten law and may be taken away by law fo
crime, and that it is not one of the naturs
and inberent rights of man, which nre no

| conferred and cannot be taken away by leg-
the questions to be settled | islation. And to show that this rule of striet ' to make a handsome ballot, may print the
et entirely questions of law, in- coustruction is spplicable to the right to | ticketin faney inkon fancy paper with both
woeonstruction of the election stat- | vote as much as to any other right conferrad | eazles and dushes on it, and vet we presume
from other | by law I quote the fullowing decision of | no man would say such a ticket should be
nid weloptod Ju this fur the first time | Chief-Justice Lowrie in the case of Common- | received and counted under this law be-
wealth v. Meesen. 44 Pa. Bt. R., 343, und |

Brightly's Election Cases, 448.

No doubt there arée very many cases in
which astrict slherence to the lotter of the
law woukld be destructive of justice, and it

| ia quite impossible for the law to deline

with precision all the customury rights of
prople or to express exactly the duties uris-
ing from everchanging forms of sacial trans
actions @ there is u very large field of sovial
relations wherein the law, whethier statutory
or customary, must ever remain somewhat
indefinite in order to be adapted to society.
But is it so with our election law? We
think not. All our electoral rights depend
on written law, and it only can define them,
It is true that writen law depends itself on
nlterior prineiples of natural lnw, but these
principles are aubject to very great diversi-
ties of applieation and lack entirely that
definiténess whicl is an essential quality of
law a4 & rule of common or social conduct.
Law is intended to be a definition of thoss
principles, in such form as to fit them for a
ready and ordinary use and Dy avoid the dis
putes that necessarily grow outof more gen-
erul priveiples, and nowhere is clear and
precise definition more needwd than in the
relate to the organiziation of
society and to the maintenance of its organic
forms. Form is the sole purpose of them,
und we must view them formally and follow
them steietly, else the whole society is apt
to be disturbed.  No latitude or looseness of

{

! addministeation of the law is wlerable when

it endangers the l""’:"' and order of society ;
it pught 1o be so steady as not to be at all
shiaken by partisan excitements.

This doctrive that “form i3 the sole
;nirir:--ﬂ" of ele tion Jiews 1;“-1 that “we
must view them formally and follow them

{ strictly” wus followed and applied by Chiel

Justice Tilghman, of Penunsylvania, to the
very point now nnder consideration, to wit,
the effeet of marks invlidute election
tickets, and he declares that the law should
be construed a3 written, and when the law
savs ballots having anything on them buat
the names shall not be eounted, that ballots
tonnd with suvthing else on them must be
rejected, (See Commonwealth v. Woelpen,
38 and R, 29.)

This was & case arising out of a corpora-
tion election, and the furm of ticket to be
used in the election was preséribed in o by-

| buw in the following words :

i besides the names there are other things
on the ticket or if two or more tickets are
found together such tickets are not to be
read oftf nod are not to be counted.

The opinion of the Court was delivered
by Chief Justice Tilehinan, ong of the most
eminent Judges who ever sat on the bench
He .\.t_\‘:-u'l
The tickets in favor of those persons who
¢ded in the eleetion had on them the
n eagle, The Judge who tried

SO

engraving of »

| the cuase chargod lil"jllr}' thut theses ticketsa

.;ll_‘_'i.[ ot to have been counted., The case
within the words of the law.
Fhe tickets had something more than the
names on them But is it within the
mewning of the law? I think it is. This
engraving mizht have several il eflecis.
In the first place i might be peresived by
the mspector ¢ven when falded. This knowl-
edge might possibly influence him in re-
celving or rejecting the wvote.  But in the
next place it déprived those persons who did
not vote the German ticket of that secreey
which the election by ballot was intended
o secure 0 them. A man who gave ina
ticket without sn eagle was set down as an
inti-Ciermuen and exposed to the animosity
ol thit I,__r“_;'_ Apel TATL LIk w1 %k

i Tn th

syinbais of ¥ increase that heat which
ik ds_eswbuhile to assuage. We ses that at
the election some wore eagles in their hats.
T'he case thus falling withan the words and
practices of this kind leading to inconveni-
ence 1 think the Court ought not exercise
its ingenuity in support of these tickets.
Let us at least prevent futurs altercations at
elections by laying down such plain rules
for the conduct of inspectors as cannot be
mistaken. I am for counstruing the by-law
as it is written and rejecting all tickets that
have anything on them more than the
name=, This objection strikes at the root of
the eclection, for the evidence is that all the
tickets in favor of the defendants were
stamped with an eagle. Whatever, there
fore, may be the law on other points it is
clear upon the whole that the defendants
were not duly elected.

If you subatitute the word “negro” for |
the word “German' this opinion could not
be better written for the case. And when
we call to mind the recent murderous ut-
tempts to assassinate Dan Hughes, the
colored Democrat, near Greenviile, Miss,,
and fierce intolerance of negro Democrats
by the negroes all over the li‘nid‘m, we ap-
preciate the full value of the secret ballot
to the negro who is inclined to vote against
the prejudices of his race. And if it is the
object and purpose to make free, intelligent
and independent voters of the unegro race
this protection should be thrown around
them. Negro sullrage presents the most
difficult questiofls in American politics, and
all coercive measures to subdue the senti-
ments of the whites or stimulate the ag-
gressiveness in  the blacks will irritate
puablic opinion, retard the healing processes
of time and render these difficulties tenfold
grester. No statesman would recommend
such a course, If by the adoption of Ohio
laws in Mississippi intelligence acquires an
advantage over ignorance, no honest patriot
for mere party gain should seek to disturb
that result

The ecase of Drulinen vs. State, 29th In-
dinna, which seems to limit distinguishing
marks to exterior marks, turns upon a cou-
struction of the Indidna statute, which
differs materially from the by-law quoted in
the Pennsylvania case and also from the
Misdissippi statute in that it only prohibited
| marked tickets from being received and did
| not, as the Mississippi statute does, say that
lsuch ballots should not “be received or
counted.” Judge Elliott, in delivering the
opinion of the Court in this case, says:

The act requires all ballots to be written
|or printed on piain white paper, without
any distinguishing marks or embelishments
thereon, and i

spector at the time it was voted.

times of hich party excitement.

Mt‘t‘.llul;i by laying down such plain rules

[ mouth large, with
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tent forms oo part of the offense.  So, too,
uwler the United States internul reyenue
laws cases are constantly arising where par-
tie= have been arres and punished for

——

utterly unconscions of ecommitting uoy

law.  But if it be necessupptmgousider the
intent in pokny TElore marked tickets can |
be rejected, whose intent muost be consid- |
ercd, the man whe offers or the man \rhul
prepares the ticket? The printer, without |
iny koowledge, eonnivance or consent on
tne part of the candidate or the voter, and
without any intent on bis owWn part excapt

ecause there was no intention to violate it
Such a construction would abolish the stat-
ute, The intent in law is presumed from
the nct done, even whers it s pecssarf to
prove an intent, but in misdemeanors for
violation of positive statutes uo iutent need
be proved or allegod, .

But f it were necessary to prove an iu-
tent to viclate the luaw before the tickets in
this ease can be rejected we think the eir
camstantial evidenes s amply sufficient.
fhere were Republican tickets vrinted in
Jnekson, Miss,, under the supervision of the
State Executive Commities like the Demo-
cratic tickeis without any mark on them.
The econtestant could have procured such
unmarked tickets in Jackson tor his Distriet
at 81 per thousand, amd yer he paid §4 per
thousand in Vicksburg for these marked
tickets. The contestant examined and ap-
proved thess tickets before they were dis
tributed and koew the muarke were there.
The voters kuew the marks were there, for
some who eould not read, when asked how
Lhey knew the Republican ticket, pointed
to thess marks, thus siwwing that these
tickets were not only distinganishable but
were distinguished by these marks, and that
men who could not read had been instrocted
thst these marks indicated the Hepublican

ticket.  Again, the Republican supervisors
at the polls wrote down how each man
voted as his ticket was hunded in, which

could only have been done by sowe wark
understoud by them.

The other proposition, that a mark should
not be called anark beennse it is a printer's
mark, is simply absard. The marks found
on  these uckels were foar in onmber,
technically known as follows :  First, n flush
dush ; second, 8 monkey dash; third, a
head dash, and fourth, a monkey dash lar-
wer than the secand, These dashes are not
Ly pe, but belong to the ¢lass of ]‘filh!jllg
material used to display their work, they
are found in =mnle bocks of printers’ dis-
play muaterial along with eagles, flags and all
such devices intauded to attract attention,
The face that the dash i3 used oftener than
the eagle in printers’ work does notalter its
character or moke it any less a mark, which
Webster defines to be*a visible sign, a link,
a point, stamp, figure or the like drawn or
impressed =0 as to attract attention,” &e.
The very use which printers make of these
dishies is to attract attention to the factthat
the subject hms been changed, snd this
shows they are marks intended and well
wlapted to atiract attention. Nor ¢an the
fact of their constant usa on tickets when
not prohibited by law avail anything. To
suy that a printer’s dash when found upon a
ticket, where the law says it shall have no
mark or device thercon, shall not be calied
a mark, because printers constuntly use such
dashes on such work when not prohibited by
law i= as ridiculons a5 to say a man should
not Be arresivd for earrying concealed wea-
pons in o place where "this is prohibited hg)
law becanse he habitually c¢arries such
weapons where it i3 not prohibited by law,
But there is another and more serions diffi-
culty in the way of such a loose epnstruction
of the law. To permit election ollicers to
say that one kind of a visible mark should
reqect a ticket and another kind of mark
equully visible should not, would be placing
in the hands of such officers a power
dangerous to be intrusted to parlty omcn in

I'he only =afe rule s all such cases
ig that tuid down }v,- Chief Justice Tilgh-
man in the copraiready cited.

Lt e TT loast prevont future altereations

for the conduct of inspectors as cannot be
mitstaken. I wtor \_'.-l..-v....::l_,.: tho L'J'-':i“’
as it i written and rejecting all ballots that
have on them anything more than the
Ines. .

A strict construction of law i always
safiest and best, and especially of law which
refers o political powers;, duties or rights:

When we lauach into the broad sea of
latitudinous construction we have neither
chart nor compass, and the law becomes a
dungerous instrument in the hands of those
who construe it amvl who may coutract or
expand it to suit the demands of those in
power. DBut it is urged thay this construc-
tion of the law shonld not be. enforced
because it throws out such a large number
of Kepublican votes. The principle is the
same whether vne vote or 100,000 be affected
by it.

The whaole vote of Wisconsin wils once re-
jocted because a snowstorm prevented her
electors frum as<sembling on the day ap-
pointed by law for them to vate. The whole
vote of Arkansas was once rejected because
the seal of the State was not affixed to the
cectifleate of the electoral vote. And the
vote of Georgin will probably be rejected
because her electors failed to vote on the
day prescribed by law.

I deem it unnecessary to allude ta the
cliarge mude that this action of the Com-
missioners was false, fraudulent and unlaw-
ful. This question has been settled by the
United States District Court sitting at
Jackson, Miss. These Commissioners were
arrested and tried for this very action, and
after a full investigation the United States
District Judge instrueted the jury to acquit
because there was no fraud or fulsehond in
their action and they were acquittsd. This
is a full answer to the contestant's charge
of fraud made by himself in kis notice of
coutest and made by his partisan friends i
the public press. One or the Commission-
ers was a leading Repablican, who concurred
in this sction, and this should have con-
vinced fair-minded men that there was no

fraud in it :
Jas. B. CHALMERS.

B i
A Girl’'s Singular History.
There is living at the house of Capt.
Means of Millbridge, a girl about nine
years of age, whose history is remarka-
ble. Some time within the present year
an American vessel called at a small
island in the Pacific ocean to Procure
water. The island was inhabited by
canpibals. They brought aboard this
little girl to sell forhthefmpmn'sdi:tna;;,
offering to pre her for cooking if
wbnldgbuy.p he eaptain told them . he

t, and the

but the shape of her face is different,
quite roundl,)ei‘orebud_ broad, eyes large,
somewhat outward, w d
gpm her lips to appear thgct
of ;om,' with very small hands

I
per eegis 5. But to get back t
safiiption, here is oneof the instrume

would buy her, but chose to killhis own |

she will be |

Hon. F¥ . cis A. Wolff On the Pinan-

Holly 3 yring Reporter.]
SLSUT SBraTiow, Tirran Co., !lma‘}
November 24th, 1880,

ol Tuos. W, Harris:

Dese Friexp:—Last summer, during
your eandidaey for Congress, 1 was saxious
o engage you in a debete strictly upon the
Greenback question. I wanted to deal with
a shampion of your acknuwledged abili ty—
and what makes up a gentleman with a cul-
tivated mind, eloguent and magnsaimons in
debate ; withal that native eourtesy and ge-
nial disposition that has'drawn around you,
so many fri I overtook you nt y
in Benton county, but your limited noties 1n
s busy season failed to bring out an audience
snd we regretted the disappuintment. After
the election I still had a desire to commu-
nicate with you. I wanted, while your party
was going, and gone, to console you wit
the reflection, that while we reject that
which is bad, vour esssntial, legitimate and
aver living prineiples still survive in the
Deamocratic party. The recent election has
clearly developed the fact that the stremgth
you claimed iast year was swelled by
anuxiliaries from the Republican party, any
your little flug this year was not seen o thd
smoke of battle. I have no desire to twie
you for not dismembering your party, for it
was 4 mooted question as to what party
would make the most proselytes as there
were so" many of a Republican’ diathesis.
Between the two parties in opposition to
Democracy I never could discover any
affinity upon principlas. In the North we
sumetimes coalesced with the Greenbackers,
but in the South the coalition wus between
our gppenents, which reminds me of the
snukes and the little Fmirie dogs in the
wairie countrics ; they live together in their
Imrruwed villuges upon terms of perfect
amity. We can't atford to give up our
Democratie friends. We still regard them
as a species of the genus of Democracy. The
agitation of the financial question has been
productive of much good, and our citizens
are taking & lively interest in monetary lit-
erature and when the prejudice and passions
engendered by the war shall have passed
away, the strength of the two great parties
will be fully tested by live and legitimate
issues. Much of the ground passed over will
be suryveyed and new fields will be present-
ed to the view,

The act for the resumption of specie pay-
ments, ad  January 14, 1875. The
period arrived the first day of January,

IS79. The gestation was sccompanied by
much tenvail. The wealthy fundmongers

were particularly anxivus to wipe this cur-
rency out of existence and a Republican
admmisiration was swiit in the supply of
fucilities. The holders of the five-twenty
bonds were the most importunate. Indeed,
they had availed til-'_-.mscﬁ ves of the opportu-
nily presented by the act of the 12th day
of April, 1866, which authorized the
fundiog of greenbacks into 5-20 bonds at 6
per cent. They did not want “lawful
money” nor “dollars.””  They wanted gold.
Finally Congress passed the credit strength-
ening act of March 13th, 1869:

“The faith of the government iz solemuly
pledged to che payment in coin or its equiv-
alent, of all the obligations of the United
States not bearing interest known as United
States notes, and all the interest bearing
obligations, except in cases where the law
aathorizing the issue of any such obligation
has expressly provided that the same may
be paid in lawfnl money, or in other cur-
rency than gold and silver.

* » " * And the United
States solemnly pledges its fuith to make
provision at the earliest practical period
for & redemptivn of the United States notes
in coin,”

This gave comfort to the bondholders,
but Wlliﬁ' there were yet some constructive
doubts, ma iy 43

M) e

L

ties.

“The department in ita circalar of the
14th inst,, having directed that after the
first of Janoary next, no distinction be
made between coin and notes, in keeping
rendering or settling the accounts of pub-

lic officers invelving traunssctions which
occur subsequently to that date, you will
* =

keep but one money of account,
['79—837.]

Prior to that time, importers paid their
ecustoms-dues in gold, and the government
paid the interest on the boods in gold from
that source. The change was hazardous as
a decline in paper money would be a
tempting invitation to fraud and a derange~
ment in the receipts of custoins-dues before
the cirenlar conld be revoked. While the
beam might hang down in the direction of
free tradde;, it might as suddenly rise to a
srohibitory tarill.  Here a kind Providence
mterposed, the balonce of trade that has
always been ggainst us suddenly turned in
our favor. Another blessing came in with
this same tide; our ratio between the metals
became invulnerable to the attacks of the
great maney centers of Europe. By our
admirable system of exchanges and clears
ing-houses, gold does not flow outwardly; it
comes in; even the interest on our bonds is
caught up in the drifts of Wall street.
English merchants in settling their balances
ean obtain exchange on New York through
the Rothchilds’ agencies while we, our-
selves, havo no bulances to settle beyond
the sea.

Great piles of coin were amassed; for
which, at different periods were issued
$65,000,000 of bonds at 4} per cent. and
$30,500,000 at 4 per cent. together with
sccumulated surplus in the treasury for
resumption. As the popular idea is to
maintuin a greenbuck circulation for all
time to come, I regard the policy of re-
sumption & farce. The business of the
government should be to keep freenbagk
ata par with coin. Automstically, a sur-
plus of depreciated currency in the treasury
should be retired. This reminds me of
what Mr. Endicott stated before the “Wni-
ted States Monetary Commission :”

“The proper way to resume, is by com-
mencing at the otber end, viz: by with-
drawing paper toa point, at which will be
possible to resume without danger.” p. 3584,

With this plan of “preparation,” is as far
as we need go. Ifwe can raise paper to a
par with gold, resumption is altogether un-
necessary. Small bills are so scarce now, we
are often baffled to resume our subscription

S opmRet. Mok St
clerks, whose salaries almost amount to a

sinecure 7 When probably scross the streets
e i their

merchants are cmm
massive silver for por and trdnsporta-
ble paper moncy.

'm'pﬁnn.zued in proportion to the
growing ascendency of the Democratic par-
ty. Itis not the moweyin the that
holds our paper at. it is the

ot egmmamt

"chafgegivemsity wils preferced nzainst bim,
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MISSISSIFPFPI;
As by Col. MeClure, of the Philad
iy " phia Times, i %

EACES PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS,
-

Editorial Correspandence Piftadelphin Times.]

Jacgsoy, Miss, Dec. 20,1880,
The capital - of Mississippi is a good
sized vme of 3, or 6,000 e e, with
a few rusted and ancient streels
:nl':iieh besr eviclﬁ:::en of‘:lhdggtél;tuhweu‘llth

present comfort. On thi tle un
lations which surround the now muddl;.
center thas clusters about the railroad there
are fine southern homes, most of them

a 8l

wnﬂry m height, but with the
and

ad  hal and verandas

shrubbery, which declare
the existecoe of hospitality and luxary.
The venerable eapitol in which the supreme
power of Jefferson Davis was felt for many
years the centérof the city, but its
faded e ¢e adds little to the architectu-
ral beauty of ,the public and private
edifices.

Here, as élsewhers in the southwest, the
winter has -been ulmost & eontinuous rain
fur two months, making the roads and even
the stre=ts of the cities nearly impassable,
and reducing the value of the cotton crop
that had matured from 20 to 25 per cent.
The constant rains have reduced the erop
alike in quantity and quality, besides great-
ly retarding its delivery in market, and the
effect is felt in all business circles. Cotton
is the chief staple of the State. There is a
little wheat and corn growing in some sec-
tions, & likle turpentine tapping and lum-
bering, sud a beginming at stock growing
and manciscturing, but cotton is the product
that is rulied upon. There should be a
rapid incrense of stock growing, nas the
climate and natural grasses are specially
favorable for the cheap and ‘good dare of
cattle, and there are the same conclusive
reasons, which are found in every cotton
State, in favor of manufacturing the cotton
direct from the unpressed lint as it comes
from the gin; but 1t will require time for
these opportunities to be improved,

MISSISSIPPI REPUBLICAN RULE.

Migsissippi, like the other States south of
Virginia, was under the reckless rule that
afflicted al! and desolated many of the re«
bellious commonwealthis, but the Republi-
can reign in this State was the best thay
has been known. Three Republicans filled
the gubernatorial chair, and it is very
generally admitted, even by their bitterest
political foes, that pone of them were per-
sonally corrupt. Governor Alcorn, the first
Republican Executive, is an old resident
of the State, supported the Confederate
cause after war had come, and is now a
highly respected planter, Ie served only
a short time as Governor, when he was
elected to the Senate, from which body he
retired to make a contest as a conservative
Republican ‘against Gen. Ames, who was
then a Senator also, Alcorn was defeated
by Ames, and he retired without stain upon
his record as either Governor or Senator.
PPowers, the Lisutenant-Goyernor, succeeded
Aleorn for two years, e gave a free rein
to the profligacy that was necessary to keep
the cojored voters and their adventurous
leaders together, bat he is not accused of
vemality. He carpet-bagged from Ohio, but
Lie continues to reside 1n the State, and is
well respected. Gen. Ames, son-in-law of
Gen. Butler, had an exceptienal opportuni-
ty for a most brilliant and useful career for
himsell ig Mississippi; but he failed disas-
trously. He was sent here as Military
Governor, perfected reconstruction, was
elected Senator for a full term when barely
cligible in years, and a few yeurs thereafter
he left the Senate to become Governor by
election over Senator Alecorn. He was not
& politieign, and be lacked the sagacity and
tact : to the successful exercise of
power: He ruled-'u;. military orders, snd
would not understand wng-'e could not
depose a judge 'or make a law for himséltn
civil administration under a government of
law, as he could uoder the militury order
of a ti¢ commander. He was im-
hed, and justly impeached, for gross

di of luw, but he realized the peril
of his position before trial, and re-
signed ta esca a dishonorable dismisal.

Lt is dué to him, to say, however, that no

and that his personal integrity stands prac-
tieally unchallenged. It 18 remarkable to
find three reconstruction Republican Gov-
ernors in 8 negro State, thus free from the
stain of corruption, but Governors Aleorn,
Powers and Ames assent to oppressive ex-
travagance, as the newly enfranchised negro
was firat led out of the wilderness by leaders
who appealed to his cupidity, passions and
love of indolence and luxury, but they were
restrained from the gdestruction of Suate
credit. They increased taxes for State pur-
poses from three mills to fourteen mulls;
created some two millions of debt, and at
one time had State and local taxes up to
four per cent. in many loecalities, but the
State took the easiest and cheapest way out
from under the load by paying it dollar for
dollar. Thus Mississippi, the only South-
ern State that had the imputation of repu-
diation against her before the war, is the
only one that has emerged from reconstrue-
tion and earpet-bag rule without repudi-
ating or adjusting & dollar of her carpet-bag
debt. "The State is now practically free
from debt, excepting for a Chickasaw school
fund that cannot be paid, and her few bonds
rate above par.

(Here follows a flattering sketeh of
the three colored leaders,Revels, Lynch
and Bruce, which we omit for want of
room.)

VIOLENT AND FRAUDULENT ELECTIONS,

As Mississippi presents the most conspic-
uous cases of violent or fraudulent elections
in the South, the subject may here be ap-
propriately discussed. It is not pretended
that there was any violent suppression or
control of the negro vote in the late election
in the South. The ag= of violence, as tiuth-
fully pictured in J:jge Tourgee's “Fool's
Errand,” has away, and that book,
while a faithful representation of the South
in the violent throes for the mastery of the
destructive reign of the thief and adven-
turer, is now no more a trus ?icture of the
South than -is “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” in
which the yoke of tha bondman was so elo-

uently portrayed. The South had borne
t wasteof the spoiler until the
poverty of both races and the humiliation
of whites had made violence a comparative
virtue, Thekuklox and the i
their work
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.done much to cloud the name of Mississippi.

and just as the negro gets enlisted in busi-

both races in the State, and, while the nd-

maost of the other Sputhern States, her
ple have everyvthing to warrant their
in a great future. ALK

Legislators on a Bum—A Governor and

syrrespondeace Courier-Journal. |

| Alabma district over Lowe, Indepe

ey, Repu
&uleam iet of South Carolina.

the fushion of the Republican electoral

sy technicalities.
. MISSISSIPPTI POLITICAL TRAGEDIES,
This State has been discretiably notable
for terrible political tragedies for half a cen-
tury. Ineld ante-bellum times, & Vicks-
burg or Natchez political editor who escap-
ed a twelvemonth without a bullet or 3 Bow-
io-knife wound, was singularly fortunate. [t
is the State that bred I.E: Bowies and gave
the world the Bowie-knife, and the ballet
and the blade have been much more the ar-
biters of party disputes in the past, than
even in the turbulent times since the war,
The Prentisseés and the Browrs and the Da-
visea made the duel und the street-fight re-
spectable, and the ignorant aceepted them
with the greater savagery that pertains to
them. The Chisholm butchery has its score
of counterparts in the past political contests
of Mississippi ; but they were not then of na-
tional moment. The kiﬂing of Chisholm and
his heroie daughter was an unmixed and
cowardly murder, for he was a helpless pris-
oner and arruinged on what was a false
charge, all.huugl'lﬁlis murderers believed it
to bejust. Buteven if he had been accessory
w the Gully murder, his butchery when
alone, unarmed and inprison, was the veriest
mockery in courage and murder without an
extenualing circumstance. It was in one
of the proverbially lawless regions of the
State, where poverty, ignorance and brutali-
ty go hand in haud among both races, und
there is no more law for such crimes there
than there was, for more than ten years, in
the murderous stronghold of the Mollie Ma-
guires of Pennsylvania. The Dixon tragedy
of Yazoo was another of the regulation Mis-
sissippi out-croppings of what has been bred
in the bone of the primitive settlers, Dixon
was an outlaw and a murderer, and he had
met the doom he had more than once given
to his foes ;but it was a erime, growing out
of party dispute, that the laws of any well
ordered community wauld restrain by pun-
ishment, while in Yazoo punishment is im-
possible.  'With these tragedies the black
ruce has had nothing to do, nor were their
rights involved in them ; but, in the present
sensitiveness of the North in regard to all
politicxl tragedies in the South, they have

THE RACES AT PEACE,

There is undisputed harmony between the
races in this State. Labor is abundant and
well rewarded, and the negroes are quite
willing to. take a respite from the turmoil
and demoralization of politics. They tried
itasa race, here as in the other Southern
States, and they are not disposed to take the
field aggressively. They organized in the
Vicksburg district and elected Lynch to
Congress, voting their full strength without
hindrance. as they did in Darrell's district
in Louisiana, but beyond these two districts
they made no orgunized eflort in either
State. They wre gradually enlarging their
number of ownersor lessees of cotton land,

ness he ceases to care about polities, and
least of all about the more doubtful rule of
his race.  Wealth is rapidly growing among

vancement of Mississippi will be slower than
,lhu_
#sitli

K. M.
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FLUSH TIMES IN MISSISSIPPI.

Judge Tackle the Tiger at a Horse
Race—In a New OUrlcans Debtors” Priss
on.

WasH Ty ousie-lec. 23 (Ebbit House.)—
[ ha\’c Lhuug]lt i b[;".["-"‘r{?(‘.l)ullt t‘lr my \'.iﬁi.ﬁ
to Mississippi might not De wainteresting

to the readers of the Courier-Jours

shall have to spin some pretty stiff yarns,
but they are astrue as Holy Writ. A large
majority of the persons living at the time
are now ancestors, and it will be perceived
thmt they were ans full of huowman nature as
their descendants,

The first town in which I called a halt
was Jackson. The Legislature was in ses-
sion, and many of its members were in high
larks, Oune night, after I had gone to bed
in the hotel, I heard a tremendous noise be-
low the stairs, like the breaking of chairs
and bottles, aceompanied by loud lauvghter,

I arose and went down, There 1 saw a
crowd of very prominent gentlemen in a big
frolie. 1 call them gentlemen, for they were
so regarded by their aequaintances. Cer-
tain it is, that if any man had dared to in-
timate that they were not gentlemen he
would have been knocked down in much
guicker time than it took the Indian to eat
the woodcock.

They broke every chair, every glass and
everything that was breakable in the room.
No eflort was made to restrain them in their
wild debauch. I heard one of them say
that he had lived in several States, but of
all the States give him Mississippi, for if a
entleman did not live so long there, he
ived faster and had more glorious enjoy-
ments than in any part of God's earth.

At what honr they retired to rest [ am
not able to say, but I do know that they
walked up to the landlord next daf and
called for da es. “‘Six hundred dollars,”
said he. ‘““Here’s your mouney,” said they.
Thought I to myself, that’s a performance
that will do to keep, and I stored it away
in my memory.

At thattime the Brandon Bank, the Holly
Springs Bank and many other owl creek
concerng were in full blast. There was
scarcely & man who wore good clothes and
went clean shaved who had any dithiculty
in borrowing their bills.

As I was out sight-secing I went to the
Raymond races. There I saw the Govern-
or of the State and one of the judges of the
supreme court fighting the tiger, or in other
words, bettiog at the game of faro in the
open field. They were both very popular
men. -

I now come to more importunt fucts.  All
were rich, or were goiug to get rich, as the
thought., Speculation was riding on a high
wave. A would buy a plantation and ne-
groza of B for $40,000, and sell them to C
for £60,000, Every transaction of the kind
was based entirely on credit. Not a dollar
between the parties. In this way
mmense fortunes were made on paper.
Such bubbles were obliged to burst. Such
castles sooner or later, were obliged to fall,
and fall they did. Yes, they came down
with a crash in April, 1837. Men who

thought they were the ré of great
form!n:a {esterdsy foun«.l themselves bank-
g ¥-

ru

mking around amidst the ruins, anxious
to discover some person or persons on whom
to cast ﬂ::d blame of their own io'llle{l and
short-sightedness, they soon faste on
Jackson and Van Buren as the culprits,
About thistime I 2l to be in Vicks-
bu I heard a gentleman, in one of the
giving his friends an account ot:‘;

last year and which had fallen due. He
wanted me to pay him a of the money.
1 was not able to do it. He then said that

]wnMNWhth:mr
and thers is little room for ddubt that Mack.
was counted nut in the

These returns are all made wore or less after

frauds of 1876, aod ther are few intelligent
men in the Bouth, outside of the immediate-
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LIVING TOO LONG.

From the N. Y. Times. ]

Generally speaking, one of the last
and least of our anxieties is that we may
live too lomg. Throughout youth anid
maturity the prospects of longevity is
very apt to be pleasaut, for the thing

ly interested pu-tfu. who will not be glad to | jtself seems desirable—far 7 .
see Congress t these patent frauds, : : ol & =
which:Ee soa%y under flims the distance than if at band. But even

when it is upon us, with all its burdens
aud impotencies, we are prone to c'in

] ——
| Mind V

| It is always well
everything that i« it
cially =0 bofore ohildee
parents, as well as others, are ofl .
fuult. Children have as maks .. 4-:
grown persons, and they ore g .

.'mnrt.- attentive to what in :-.':‘d ln.

{them. What they hear they 258
apt Lo repeat, a I ng they R L
leretion amd knowlede: ! A

to life, as we still eall it. though it has, | ¢P0ueh to disguise an
strictly, cemsed to be life, havin Iw-i"m”." foumd thar “*ehil
come mere vegetation. That we should spoak the truth.”
want tolive while we have health, physi-|  Se¢ that Titthe boy's eyes &
cal and mental ; are in possession of af] | YU @rc speak amguag
our faculties ; are able to do some good; | M0 Wish 10 havae repeatod
are fitted to impart and receive satis- #Ot fully undesstand wha
n, is entirely natural and reasong. | "0t he will ron
ble. But that the wizgh should continue it will h': strange 1
after everything that should excite i¢ YOU B blush Ly i
has gone appears, or would appear, . A RFSIEmeT Wi
strznge, were not the fact so notorioys, | U8 #! @ '
Comparatively few men are glad to l“:f't f.'l""-"."\r"' oG
surrender existence, notwithstanding the | ¢ 'rom his cali 0
vstensible loss of its final allurements or ;"'" had cxp
ite slightest compensation. The habjy | PUPPness In
of lifo may have grown so strong hy |ftered the rooue
continuance that they caunot compla- | him on his ki
Feently contemplate breaking it; or the| m"_:_-;‘;.‘“'i o
great hopefulness which incites and de-| Wl S .3
ludes us from the cradle to the grave| o ¥ 1ot
may vet whisper in their dull ear its flat-| h'.'.""‘“."' :
tering tale. qu. the cause what it may, | “OWr | SHE b
old age joined to decrepitude, seldom | ., 1“'1[,:'.‘.' ki
has for its sufferers the irksomeness that | "5
it has for its observers. Men, in other | Here the me
words, do not know, as a rule, when |100ked duggers 4
they have lived too long, and in their| " 5% o IRSVIE Bae k)
earlier years do not fear old age as they | Because she wa d yestenda
should. They ecannot imagine, while that old bore would o
vigorous, ambitious, full of plans and |, That wa Wy
purposes, that they shall be in time | 8" WAS sovnin requ
fecble, heedles, dwelling only on the with th jm)
past, wearisome with endless n-[n:t.i-!””\”‘ et o
tions. Their egotism prevents such an-| . Hofber chid
ticipation, as it prevents their under. | 20¢ 0F # Visitor, w
standing of their senility, after it has '&I“,!. PSRut Dy 1, Tep
come, and ths extreme tediousness it en-| i : " e et
tails upon their kindred and triends, |9FOF 8 yourcye: | ‘
Weight of vears so impairs their facui- | "m{ "i Wl Lreg o,
ties, so obscures their judgment, sof > "7 i s
changes their angle of vision, that they BT W no el nes
never snspect their dotage.  Self-love, | WHen he heard L= nay
which yields to death alone, misinter-| ““ffé"" i 0.
prets their wanting nature to their seat- | ; ""_,i"" 0 8
tered intelligence, Through it garruliiy fr””.l‘. Sl 1 L
becomes eloquence ; trifles assume im- | sensible . By
portavee ; iteration shows like wisdom ; lh:'_l Y i
ordinary humdrum experience resembles | . B sy X
illustrious history. said the ather day 1 '
: 'l“"]‘ o tood, Bt | i

Old age is, in its usual aspects, the
reverse of attractive. It may beget pity;
but it expels sympathy and annuls in-|
terest. It ought to have twenty times |
the terror of death, which is =0 myste-
rious, so impenetrable as to be invested
with a certain dignity often absent from,

It needs, in many cases, constant re-
flection and exercise of chari [}' to check |
disesteem and hinder ridicule, In and of 1
itself, it i peither beneficial nor inter-
t*:ilillg. and many who elaim to honor it
simply tolerate it, and secretly wish the |
while that it may not be too protracted.
It may be beautiful and lovable, helpful |

the point once passed, its late-lingering
charms fude forever. {
Young old age, to name it such, has
its compensations, even its enticements,
But uld, old age 18 dreary and distress-

which should satirize our present ?

enterprises uncompleted, of radiant
dreams unrealized, may be very sad ; |
but it is not tithe so sad
one’s gelf, to drag about o superannua-
ted body after all that was bestinit has
been buried. Premature death is sure
to be regretted by many ; the dead are
like to be idealized for what they have
done. Byt over-mature life is a source
of sorrow that it had not ended sooner.
To live too briefly may he unfortunate,
to live toa long is positively ealamitous,
e i———
THE FASHIONS.

—

Lace or headed sleeves are on all
dressy basques. :
Changeable plushes are used for bon-
nets and strings. |
Colored underskirtsare worn altogeth-)
er this winter,

Bows on your dress skirt, if vou like,
but they must have six loops and lwnr'
ends.

The most elaborate trains do mnot|
measure more than from seventy tol
geventy-five inches,

New and handsome hosiery is of pure |
silk in dark shades, for street wear, and
pale, spirituelle colors for evening.
Some very original dresses have boen
imported, in which a yellow greeu like
bronze is the prevailing color of the
satin brocade.

Chenille capes, reaching only to or
just below the waist, with hoods attach-
ed, are the most fashionable opera elonks
in Paris at present.

Novel gearf-pins represent diminutive
ovaters and lobsters, miniature news-
-;p-;irs. letter envelopes um! pe_:xr] boot-
Jacks, inlaid with mock rubies.

Little children wear small fancy plaid
shawls laid over the shoulder scarf fash-
ion, erossed in front and fastened at the
side, a la.Highlander.

A novelty in bonnet trimmings is a
get crown l;ipcc, front band and oroa-
ment of cut steel wrought on black jet.
Over black the eflect is especially pleas-
ing. _ !
Ladies who are willing to admit that |
they are elderly, nowguse feather fans, |
but those of painted silk are the thing,
for the young and those who wish to be |
thought young.

Red, white and yellow are tae colors|
which have so far been mos seen at
dsy and evening receptions tlis winter,
and the same colors appear n dresses
preparing for the holidays. .
The richest and most effecive hoods )
are of black velvet, or silk d:nsely cov-
ered with sparkling jet ornements and

]

cords dnd pendants. -
A Japanese hat, turned irfon Iy Aket,
with the crown holding a/ly-%e satin
eushion and having fall poy
satin all around the «
flosses, ete., i g pre

and inspiring, up to a certain point ; but | -

yourself,

ag Lo survi\'n | i!--lskA-Il‘I{'I'Ili]]:_: -

tor ¥
y | head. —

who lived next doos
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WORDS OF WISDOM

it 12 not only arr

'ﬂi;_::!It. for s

- - - worlds opinion of himself
and un[]n':.-amhlu to, old age, Old age, = o FROl S 1
generally venerated throughout civiliza- “'i' what good thou ca
tioh, is very frequently not vencrable, #ud bo not vain
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Marcus Antonious
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Chesterhicld

ing enough. If we could see it us | The EASEI PR, < ' g

commonly is before we hinave reached it, IH]I-““““II‘;U‘-' ;!' i g,

we should most earnestly beg of Fortune ‘“ iy I "" \ -.\1- _'I )

to preserve us from its privations and |TOUORTT . . R

“penslties,  Should we not rather drop An ostentations

suddenty &g a career of high safisfue- late a _l'lf”"l"r' (1 un

tion and wide usctebiess, Wiifl a promise | committed than b

unredeemed, with f't?t'l!)lb"rb;;{s‘t’ andl"l his dear own perso

beckoning, than go on to itz ample ful-]-—2elitlgness i 1o Igis o

fillment and then steady decay, of a past | are to thoug ¥ ~& 1]l ' by Ol
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die in the midst of landable activity, of | it renders the feeling-
wurds, moderate wnd
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A Now Dance.

The latest thing i
the "!';t-I:I--:,L nrie] k% neit)
a polka, though the lwes

are pirost rvisd. he mu
with a crash, as though
had broke out, and th

tightly as though fright
understands the danecs
man will reassure her I
gure, if he understand
knows anything at all.
erush they dodge, ns
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tating the siruggle fur
8 person who 14 drow
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they dodge and  seoor
lllli‘vi I;.'h k
and then a= the
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Apples of Gold.)

CWhat a noisy w
e¢d an old froe, as he
margin of the pond.
geene, how 1]"-'}' BOred
do they do it for ¥

Y0, Just to s
swered o little feld

““Presently we sl
hooting ; what is tha

“Tt's the music thes
the mouse,

“And those grasshoppeors
go home without grinding o
why do they do thut ¥”

40, they are so happy U

(1t,” said the mouse.

“You find exeuses for 1

{(:u don't understand o
4 .

tdeous nuises?
“Well, my fricud, to b

you,” sid the mouse, " Ldon 't ¢
mre MJ’

appliques and finished at, tip point of |
the hood in the back with hxndsome je lg’r:;’ff:'?xg-

ur‘..ul!m 3 ‘t'llr!r'.lr-'
b the
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It is remembeéred that when 4,
Jersey t-rmﬂ_wrry bags wera a1
fire last Spring, the growers b
their certain ruin ; but the firesn o
riched the ground that the play s
yoed treble in quantity sand gus
and the result i the greatest «
known. =
- —-
«Have you seen my daughi
igpquired afond gr:uhi:u-»thw
"3‘[. gea—-ln.lt iis 80 p:'u‘..;‘_:.
smal),” was the reply.  *“This wa
expected for you know, don't you,
she was Hﬂ&ﬂ-\lﬁi h_\’ o home: pth
lid G- M- *ith 8 Lo=s 1
ton Journal:




